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1.

Conference on Creating Sustainable Tourism Destinations
within the GMS Countries

t4-L7 February 20t7, Chiang Rai Province, Thailand

*{. {. * {. {. ** *{( {.* {c* * {.** {.r1.

Ad m in istrative Arrangement

Backsround and iustification
Since tourism becomes one of the world's most important and impactful socio-economic
sector, the United Nations TOth General Assembly has dedicat ed 2Ot7 as the International
Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development. "This is a unique opportunityto build a more
responsible and committed tourism sector that can capitalize its immense potential in
terms of economic prosperity, social inclusion, peace and understanding, cultural and
environmental preservation" said UNWTO Secretary-General, Taleb Rifai. The UN points
out that sustainable tourism can have a positive effect in developing countries by
eradicating poverty, protecting the environment, and overall improving the quality of life.

For the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) Countries, they have also recognized the
substantial contribution of tourism towards poverty reduction, sustainable development
and inclusive economic growth. The GMS Working Group has adopted the GMS Tourism
Marketing Strategy and Action Plan 2015-2020 and the Greater Mekong Subregion Tourism
Sector Strategy 2OL6 - 2025 which focus on sustainably developing thematic and multicountry
products in secondary destination and jointly promoting GMS tourism products. In view of
the above UN Declaration and GMS Marketing Strategy, Thailand would like to organize
"Conference on Creating Sustainable Tourism Destination within the GMS Countries"
in order to allow GMS tourism personnel to exchange knowledge and skills in sustainable
tourism development of GMS tourism, to learn about the late King Bhumibol's development
projects as best example of sustainable tourism destination and to develop Sustainable
Routes within the GMS Countries.

Obiectives :

o To allow GMS tourism personnel to exchange knowledge and best practices in sustainable
tourism development

o To develop Sustainable Routes within GMS Countries

2.
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3. Tentative Programme

Programme

Dav 1 (Tuesdav 14 Februarv 2017)
Arrival of Delegates in Chiang Rai
Check in at A-Star Phulare Valley Chiang Rai Resort

18:30 - 20.00 hrs. . Welcome Reception
at A-Star Phulare Valley Chiang Rai Resort

Dav 2 (Wednesdav 15 Februarv 2017)
08:30 - 09:00 hrs. r Registration

at Pai SiThong, A-Star Phulare Valley Chiang Rai Resort

Remarks

09:00 - 09.30 hrs.

09:30 - 10:30 hrs.

10.30 - 11.00 hrs.

11:00 - 12.00 hrs.

72.00 - 13.30 hrs.

13.30 - 15.00 hrs,

Opening remarks
by Ms. Wanasiri Morakul, Director General

Sustainable Tourism: The Way Forward to
Sustainable Development
To provide better understanding how tourism can be
developed sustainably and can contribute to overall
sustainable development of the country.
Speaker: TBC

-- Networking Break --

Adaptive Use of Sufficiency Economy Philosophy for
Sustainable Tourism Development: Case Study of
Royal Project.
To provide understanding on the concepts of His

Majesty the late King Bhumibol Adulyadej Sufficiency
Economy Philosophy and to allow participants to learn
how the Royal Projects manage tourism in their
properties and engage nearby communities in
tourism activities,
Speaker: Representative from Mae Fah Luang
Foundation under Royal Patronage.

-- Lunch for Socializing -

Sustainable Routes Linking Royal Development
Projects and Tourism Destinations within GMS
Countries.
To allow the participants to share observations and
experience on the development of this Sustainable
Routes Linking Royal Development Projects and
Tourism Destinations within the GMS Countries.

t________1 2/+(



Programme

Route 1: Thailand - China
Route 2: Thailand - Lao

Route 3: Thailand - Myanmar
Speaker: Mr. Steven Schipani,

Senior Portfolio Management Specialist,
Asian Development Bank

- Networking Break -

Leave for Baan Pha Mee, Chiang Rai
Baan Pha Mee is a small village situated near the
border of Myanmar and Thailand. At the past, this
community was part of the opium plantation until
His Majesty the late King Bhumibol Adulyadej visited
them. Then an accessibility of transportation was well
developed. Later His majesty the late King has given
an opportunity of being a better live to the villagers.
Since then, the Akha Hilltribe has followed the His
Majesty the late King Bhumibol Adulyadej initiative in
order to make a better way of living in their
community.

Remarks

15.00 - L5.30 hrs.

15.30 - 18.00 hrs.

18.00 - 20.00 hrs Dinner at Pha Mee to experience Akha Food and Culture

Dav 3 (Thursdav 15 Februarv 2017)
Full day activities o Technical Tour

L8.00 - 20.00 hrs Farewell Dinner
Venue: TBC

Dav 4 (Fridav 17 Februarv 2016)

Departure of Delegates

4. Date and Venue
The Conference on Creating Sustainable Tourism Destination within the GMS Countries
will be held from 74-17 February 2OI7 in Chiang Rai Province, Thailand, The address and
contact number of A - Star Phulare Valley Chiang Rai Resort are as follows:

60/1,4 Moo 2 Thasud Subdistrict, Muang Chiang Rai District, Chiang Rai 57200, Thailand
t*:+55 (o)s202 9924 *:+55 (o) s202 992s
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5. Participation
There will be four (4) tourism personnel comprising of representatives from National Tourism
Organization, Tour Operator and/or Tourism Association from 3 GMS countries namely
China, Lao PDR, and Myanmar to participate in the above mentioned workshop,

6, Reeistration
The participants are requested to fill in the attached participation form and send it to
Department of Tourism, Ministry of Tourism and Sports of Thailand no later than
6 Februarv 2017.

Working Languaee
The workshop will be conducted in English language however the fieldwork will be
conducted in Thai with translation in English

Arrival and Departure
All participants are expected to arrive in Chiang Rai on 14 February 2Ot7 and depart from
Chiang Rai on 17 February 2OL7.

Transportation
9,1 The participants will be responsible for their travel expenses from their home countries to

Chiang Rai.

9.2 The host country will provide local transportation/pick up services from Mae Fah
Luang - Chiang Rai International Airport to A - Star Phulare Valley Chiang Rai Resort
upon their arrival in Chiang Rai and from A - Star Phulare Valley Chiang Rai Resort to
Mae Fah Luang - Chiang Rai International Airport upon their departure.

9.3 The host country will provide local transportation/pick up services from Mae Sai
Border, Chiang Saen Border and Chiang Khong Border to A - Star Phulare Valley
Chiang Rai Resort upon their arrival in Chiang Rai and from A - Star Phulare Valley
Chiang Rai Resort to Mae Sai Border, Chiang Saen Border and Chiang Khong Border
upon their departure.

10. Accommodation
The accommodation costs will be borne by the host country for four (4) representatives
from each country from 14 to t7 February 2017 (3 nights). Please note that some
participants may have to share rooms with other.

LL, Contact Persons

Should the participants have any questions, please contact:

Mrs. Witchanee V. Thongsomchit
I nternational Tourism Cooperation Section
Depaftment of Tourism, Ministry of Tourism and Sports
Tel: +6622164024
Fax: +6622166658
Mobile: +668 5899 5565
E-mail: intl.cooperation@tourism.go.th

CC: pu2311@hotmail.com and witchanee@ hotmail.com

**** ********* {.***t**
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